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THE GLOBAL MUSEUM: IMPORTANCE

When joined together through emerging digital resources, the
global community of natural history museums (the ‘Global Museum’) is
more than the sum of its parts:

ne GlOba/ GLOBAL
The Global Museum can\ ) 44(/ QUESTIONS
on

function as an innovati
incubator where questions
are addressed that we did
not consider before.

@¢ The Global Museum
3 facilitaties insights into
and answers to diverse
biological, environmental,
and societal questions on
a global scale, throughout
eons of time, and across
the Tree of Life.

The Global Museum enables scientis

to study and sample each other’s

specimens on a large scale and

connecting different types of data. EXAMPLE

This results in far greater power Lamichhaney et al. (2019)
han obtained by single museums focused on phenotypical

thano y 8 . convergence and

its possible genetic

architecture, integrating
natural history collections

PLAC E-BASE D WI N DOW and comparative genomics

in their approach

Museums can provide a place-based
window to focus on the integration
of science and discovery, as well as
a locus for community engagement.

EXAMPLE

Citizen science projects in
which volunteers help in
interpreting and digitizing
information from old
collection labels.

THE GLOBAL MUSEUM: CHALLENGES

SPECIMEN STORAGE

To maximise the use of specimens, it is imperative
to carefully consider how to best sample,
preserve, handle, and store them in

; ways that will be compatible with

tomorrow's technologies and hence
further increase the relevance of
natural history museums; this includes
large-scale and secure long-term
storage of image data.

CONTINUED COLLECTION

Continual field collection ensures that

museums build time series, collected

over decades or even hundreds of years, that

enable us to address future questions that we may not
yet know. Additionally, collecting a subset of a common,
widespread species is necessary when establishing
baselines for studies of organismal responses to global
change.

DIGITIZATION & IMAGING

To facilitate the coordination of collection and databasing
efforts between museums - essential for a Global
Museum - digitization is key in increasing awareness
of what knowledge is available, both at the regional
and global level.

FUTURE QUESTIONS & PROMOTING SCIENCE

Museums need room to grow in targeted ways that will
allow us to address scientific issues critical to looming
societal issues, such as emerging pathogens and food
security. Museum communities should explore ways to use
specimens to bridge the traditional chasm between the
sciences, arts and humanities.
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