
Comments by S. Christopher Bennett on the manuscript "Evidence for the Cretaceous 
shark Cretoxyrhina mantelli feeding on the pterosaur Pteranodon" by D.W. E. Hone, M. P. 
Witton, and M. B. Habib.  
 
The manuscript describes a tooth of the lamnid shark Cretoxyrhina preserved in association with 
cervical vertebrae of Pteranodon. Well written, reasonable conclusions. Not earth-shatteringly 
important, but worthy of publication. 
 
 
Numbered Comments 
 
The numbered comments below refer to the circled numbers that I have placed in the right 
margin of the manuscript, and the comments are written as directed to the authors. 
 
1 - I don't like this construction and I would write as something like "argued that Niobrara 

pteranodontids comprised..."  
 
2 - If the mounted skeleton was really from a single individual, it would be one of the most 

complete Pteranodon specimens ever found. It is quite likely that it consists of multiple 
individuals. One ulna has written on its back "Left ulna (Extra)". Note also that the alternate 
number of the mandible is a Locality number, which if correctly read as 65218 corresponds to 
LACM 50927 (50926 is from Loc. #65216), which includes a femur, distal end of the other 
femur, and the proximal end of a coracoid. Lastly, there is LACM 51132, consisting of an 
ulna, incomplete MCIV, and complete P1 - P4, which I did not see or measure in July 1986, 
but was noted on the card as "On display." Perhaps it was on display as part of the composite. 

             
3 - If I remember correctly, Brown, B. 1904. Stomach stones and food of plesiosaurs. Science. N. 

S., 19 or 20:184-185 reports on Pteranodon in plesiosaur stomach contents. 
 
4 - There may be a significant difference between floating corpses in the Western Interior 

Seaway and those in Solnhofen lagoons in that the waters in the Seaway presumably were 
always hospitable whereas I am under the impression that at times the waters in the lagoons 
were inhospitable such that predators and scavengers would have been absent.  

 
5 - Bennett (2018 - smallest Pteranodon paper) described and illustrated the AMNH specimen 

that preserves a bolus of fish vertebrae and mentions a second specimen with a bolus. 
 
6 - I am aware that I have used different numbers in different papers, but I try to be consistent 

within papers. It bothers me that you used "well over 1000" in line 33 and ">1100" here even 
though the two statements are logically consistent. 

 
7 - Note that Unwin in his Deep Time book states in a table that there are something like 3 or 

6000 Rhamphorhynchus specimens; I can't find my copy right now and am writing from 
fallible memory. 






















































