Just some comments to improve the manuscript:

1. Clarify population context:
Add one or two sentences in the Introduction specifying the regional or demographic
characteristics of the studied cohort (e.g., ethnicity, healthcare setting). This helps readers
understand how generalizable the modified STOP-Bang findings may be to other populations.

2. Enhance the visual summary:
Consider adding a graphical abstract or flow diagram illustrating patient selection, exclusion,
and analysis steps. This would make the study design and sample flow easier to follow, especially
for clinical readers.

3. Refine key discussion paragraph:
In the Discussion, slightly expand the paragraph explaining the clinical implications of using a
lower STOP-Bang threshold—how it could affect screening efficiency or resource allocation in
sleep clinics.

4. Statistical clarity:
When presenting ROC analysis results, specify 95% confidence intervals for AUC values and
sensitivity/specificity metrics. This would emphasize the robustness and reproducibility of the
reported predictive performance.

5. Consistency and style:
Ensure uniform formatting across the manuscript—particularly for percentages, p-values, and
units (e.g., write “p = 0.03” consistently, not “p<0.03”), and define all abbreviations at first
mention in both text and tables.



