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Heterozygotes survive the epidemic 
better than wild-type homozygotes.

CONCLUSION

OCHRE SEA STARS
Pisaster ochraceus 

EF1A
Elongation 
Factor 1-α 
Locus

Homozygous 
mutants die.




MUTANT

WILD-TYPE Heterozygotes
can survive.

MUTANT

MUTANT

A mutation in the EF1A allele is 
overdominant in ochre sea stars.

Epidemic sea star wasting disease 
(SSWD) along the Pacific Coast killed 
millions of sea stars. EPIDEMIC
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