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The Late Pleistocene Ice Age was 
10,000 to 30,000 years ago.

41 unique species from 10 sites 
across the basin were identified.

Bell Cave has one of the most intact 
freshwater fish fossil deposits from the 
Late Pleistocene Era in N. America.

Freshwater Drum 
(common Pleistocene fossil)

American Eel
(rare Pleistocene fossil)

Northern Pike
(now extirpated)

Harelip Sucker
(now extinct)

Northern Madtom
(now extirpated)

The Tennessee River Basin is one of the 
most important freshwater fish biodiversity 
hotspots, but little is known regarding the 
fossil record of fishes from this area.
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