
Here is a screenshot of the OBIS-SEAMAP website showing the problematic pantropical spotted dolphin 

(Stenella attenuata) sightings over the shelf of the U.S. east coast. I clicked on one of the problematic 

sightings to illustrate the problem. The large red oval on the top shows that the sighting was identified 

as S. attenuata. The bottom red oval shows the original species identification from the data provider, 

which was “Atlantic spotted dolphin” (Stenella frontalis). 

This problem has since been corrected in the OBIS-SEAMAP system. So if you look at these sightings 

now, you will find them identified properly as Atlantic spotted dolphin. (Note that not all of the sightings 

shown in the map below are wrong; just most of those that appear over the upper continental shelf 

(<200m) of the eastern U.S.) 

 

 


